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December 2018 

Important Dates: 

 December 6th—Holiday 

Program Rehearsal  

 December 7th—Hilltop 

Holiday Programs at the 

RLHS Auditorium—see 

page 2 

 December 7th—

Gingerbread House 

building in Kindergarten 

2:15-3pm 

 December 11th—PBIS 

Assembly 8:30am 

 December 24th—

January 1st NO 

SCHOOL winter break 

 January 2nd—School 

Resumes 
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Inside this issue: 

Mrs. Springer’s Note: 

Dear Families: 

With winter upon us, we spend more time indoors as families.  This is a 

great time of year to look at family indoor activities and the benefits of 

spending time talking with children. We live in a digital world where 

too much time is spent looking at electronic devices instead of talking 

to people.  Our children are suffering because they are not learning and  

developing the skills of conversation.  Below I have listed a few activi-

ties that can promote having a conversation with children.  Whenever I 

see new parents, my advice to them is to read to their children and talk 

to them - these are two of the most important skills to help our stu-

dents. 

Reading: 

Taking time, almost every day, to read at least 20 minutes a day will  

increase a child’s achievement on standardized tests.  If your time in 

the evenings is limited, using your time to read is the most important 

type of homework that you can complete. After reading, ask your child    

questions about the book to practice reading comprehension. Research 

has shown that students who are reading at grade level by third grade 

is an important indicator of future academic success. 

Puzzles: 

Spending time putting puzzles together is not only a great way to catch 

up on family conversation, but it also requires children to actively use 

their minds. 

Playing Board Games: 

Playing board games teaches children about the importance for follow-

ing rules and taking turns.  They also provide an avenue to teach chil-

dren about winning and losing.  It is important for parents to teach 

children how to win politely and how to lose gracefully 

I want to wish our families an enjoyable holiday season.  I hope you 

have the opportunity to spend time as a family enjoying each other’s         

company. 

 

Warm wishes, 

 

Natalie Springer 

Haugen Elementary and Hilltop Elementary Principal 



 

 

 

 

December 2018 

‘Tis the Season for Giving and Double Stamp Day! 

During this holiday season, many of us enjoy the act of giving—whether it’s gifts, time spent with others, or donations to or-

ganizations that we care about. One way to make that possible is by saving money throughout the year so that it is available 

to use during the holidays. The Super Savers at Hilltop are already off to a great start of learning the value of saving money! 

 

Royal Credit Union wants to Give something special to our savers as well! On Wednesday, December 12 we will have a    

Double-Stamp Day! Savers will receive two stamps on their Super Saver cards, instead of one, 

rewarding them for saving and helping them earn prizes more quickly! 

 

Remember that Royal donates $150 to Hilltop for every 300 deposits made. Your Royal School 

$ense location is open on Wednesday each week to help your child get excited about saving and 

helping their school. 

 

If you want to know how to start saving at school with Royal School $ense, please contact Jackie 

Molden at jackie.molden@rcu.org or by calling 715-234-3319 ext 6954.  

 

 Happy Holidays from your Royal School $ense Team! 

 

HILLTOP HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 

December 7th, 2018 

At the RLHS Auditorium 

 Kindergarten—2nd grades at 8:45am 

 3rd—4th grades at 10:15am 

Please enter the High School through                                                

the south door of the new lobby—S1 

All students must return to Hilltop on the bus after the program. 
We hope you can join us for this festive event. 

 

mailto:jackie.molden@rcu.org


Thank you all for supporting the Hilltop Parent Group!  We have had a busy 
start to the school year!   

 Kicked off the year with the Run/Walkathon!  We earned $3824 to use 
towards supporting Hilltop Elementary School, students and staff!   

 Sponsored Movie & Popcorn Night at Hilltop following the Math &   
Literacy Night 

 Finished taking orders for Square One Art.  This will be delivered before 
Christmas. 

 Preparing for the Holiday Teacher Appreciation Luncheon on              
December 13th – We are looking for volunteers to donate and/or help 
with serving the meal. 

 From now until January 15th, we are holding the Milk Moola/Box Top 
Challenge.   

What a great way to support Hilltop without buying anything different! We 
are asking all families to help collect Kwik Trip milk moola and unexpired 
box tops.  Have your student bring them in to their classroom and help fill 
the pail.  Any classes that fill their pail, will receive a sledding party on the 
playground.  If the class fills their pail and has at least 250 box tops, they 
will be entered in a drawing to spray Officer Andy with Silly String.   
 
Thank you again for your continued support to Hilltop!  If you are interest-
ed in getting involved with the Hilltop Parent Group, please feel free to 
email us at hilltopricelake@gmail.com or let Chris Panasuk or Natalie 
Springer know. 

Hilltop Parent Group Update 

Hilltop Parent Group  
Meetings are held the    

second Thursday of each 
month at 7:30am in the 

teachers’ lounge at Hilltop. 
The next meeting will be 

Thursday, December 13th! 

Mrs. Olson’s 1st 

graders had a “Salad 

Day” on Tuesday, 

November 20th. The 

students planted, 

grew, and harvested 

the lettuce from the 

tower garden they 

have in their class-

room which was  

purchased with 

grant money       

Mrs. Olson received. 

mailto:hilltopricelake@gmail.com


“Everybody should learn to program a computer, because it teaches you how to think.” 

- Steve Jobs, co-founded Apple.  

Jobs ushered in the age of the iPhone. While he wasn’t the star coder at Apple (that honor belongs to Steve Wozniak), Jobs always 
knew that good code was key to success. 

 

For more quotes about the importance of learning coding, go to https://code.org/quotes  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In January, 3
rd

 & 4
th

 grade students learn about basic coding.   Coding develops Information and 

Technology Literacy (ITL) skills including, computational thinking, learning to create content rather 

than just consuming information, and learning critical thinking and analytical skills.  During three 

coding lessons, students will also learn about online safety and digital citizenship.   

By Becki George, Elementary Library Media Director  

https://code.org/quotes


PBIS Warrior Way Students of the Month for Nov. 13th—Dec. 10th 

Each month teachers and staff members at Hilltop have the opportunity to select a student to be the “Warrior 
Way Student of the Month”. Students that are chosen have been an excellent example of what it means to be 
safe, respectful and responsible at school.  They are also students who maintain a positive attitude and display 
good character. Each month at the PBIS Assembly, Warrior Way Students of the Month are recognized for their 
achievement. Pictured above is the latest group of Hilltop Warriors selected for this school year. Congratulations 
to these fantastic students! Our next group will be announced at the December 11th assembly and pictured in the 
January newsletter.  

Positive Behavior and     

Interventions and         

Supports 



Good information to know... 

Parents and grand-

parents of Hilltop 

Kindergarteners 

are welcome to 

come to Hilltop on    

December 7th from 

2:15-3:00pm to 

help their child 

build their very 

own gingerbread 

house! Please   

contact your child’s 

teacher with   

questions.  

Hilltop Kindergarteners  Swimming! 

December 21st 
3rd grade 2-3pm 
4th grade 1-2pm 

 
Students bring a suit, towel 

and plastic bag! 

 

At Hilltop we have a “FREE READ” table set 
up for students to select a free book of their 
choice to keep or to read and return. The book 
selection is getting low. If you have any      
children’s books that you would like to donate 
to the “FREE READ” table the 
students at Hilltop would love 
to have them! You can drop 
them off in the Hilltop Office 
or send them to school with 
your student. Thank you for 
your help! 

~~~~~~~~~~~

Winter Break 

Dec. 24th-Jan. 1st 

No School 

School resumes on 

January 2nd! 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pinkeye (Conjunctivitis) 
Pinkeye, (also known as conjunctivitis) is an infection of the clear covering of the 

white of the eye and inside of the eyelid.  Bacteria, viruses, or allergies may 

cause pinkeye. 

 Bacterial pinkeye usually causes a pink or red eyeball, pain or red-

ness of the eyelids, green or yellow discharge (pus) and mattering of the eyes 

after sleep.  Bacterial pinkeye also causes a burning sensation, irritation and 

tearing.  The infection usually begins in one eye and often spreads to the other 

eye. 

Viral pinkeye usually causes a pink eyeball with a clear, watery dis-

charge and typically does not cause eye pain or redness.  It is not treated with 

antibiotics and goes away on its own.     

Pollens, dust or other materials can cause allergic conjunctivitis.  

This usually causes itchy red eyes, watery drainage and is present in both eyes.  

Allergic conjunctivitis is not contagious.  

Bacterial and viral pinkeye are contagious and are spread when the eye drain-

age of an infected person is spread to others.  This may happen by rubbing mu-

cus from one’s own nose or mouth into the eyes or by touching the discharge of 

an infected person and transferring it into another’s eyes.  Sharing an infected 

person’s towels, washcloths or makeup can also spread the infection.  Good hand 

washing is recommended. 

 Children should see their doctor if any of the following          

 conditions occur: 

 The pinkeye has lasted more than 7 days 

 Any clear discharge from the eye changes from clear to a green or yellow 

color 

 There are signs of a more serious illness such as vision changes, sensitivity 

to light, eye pain, fever, redness or swelling around the eye, a body rash or 

possible ear pain 

 There is concern that the child may have a foreign body in the eye 

If bacterial pinkeye is diagnosed and treated with antibiotics, the child may  

return to school after 24 hours of antibiotic use.    

Please contact me if you have questions about this information. 

Paula Kodesh, RN                                                                                                 

School Nurse 715-234-4998 x 5192 


